ESSENTIAL 100 - Session 7
Preview of The Miracles of Jesus (61-65)
The Cross of Christ (66-70)

COLLECT PRAYER FOR BIBLE SUNDAY
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: help us so to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

Pray - read - reflect - apply - pray

NEW TOOLS
1. The Link Words tool -
Little words mean a lot! Watch out especially for link words like therefore, thus, so, consequently, for this reason, so that which point forward to what follows as the main thrust of the argument linking it to what came before
for, because, since which point back to the main point while backing it up with what comes after.
if  -  a strong word, implying that without the if statement being true or valid, the other will also lose its force. Jesus uses it often - e.g."If you love me, you will obey what I command"

2. The Vocabulary tool
Words, words, words - we use them all the time, but when words are used in a special context they may have a different meaning. Every specialism has its own vocabulary, including the Bible. Such words may be A) familiar ones with a specialised meaning - e.g. Hope: used in scripture with a much greater sense of assurance than in ordinary speech; Justify: meaning not to give reasons for one's actions but "to make just" or "put right"; Kingdom: meaning not a geographical area but the sphere of God's rule, his "Kingship". B) "Big Bible Words", theological vocabulary, - e.g. Resurrection, Redemption, Transgression, Propitiation, Salvation….  C) Names: especially on OT, Hebrew names mostly have a meaning - e.g. Samuel=God hears, Jesus= Yeshua = God saves, Nathaniel = gift of God, Barabbas = son of Abbas
The main point of this tool is: think what words mean in the biblical context, it may not be the same as  in normal speech.

3. The Translations tool. 
We mostly have our own preferred version or translation of the Bible, but it can often be helpful to look at a quite different translation or even a paraphrase version where the author may draw out different aspects of the meaning of a word or phrase.  Some translations (e.g. NIV, RSV) are deliberately aiming to keep as close as poss to the original Hebrew or Greek wording. Others depart extensively from the original in order to provide a more readable / digestible experience (e.g. the Message, Living Bible, Good News). Others can even be deliberately "political" (e.g feminist editions, Jehovah's Witness editions etc). Know which type you are using and be prepared to compare and contrast a passage in different versions. 

4. The Tone and Feel tool
Good literature is good and attracts the reader to read further because the writer has style and technique which create atmosphere, excitement, suspense, emotion. The Bible contains many quite turgid, legal document style passages (e.g. Leviticus) and other bland statement of historical fact passages (Kings / Chronicles), but also some of the greatest literature ever written.  Look out for poetic elaboration and imagery ("As the deer… " Ps 42, "The Lord is my shepherd" Ps 23) , poetic repetition (see session 5 notes), vivid and original language, humour, details of description and words of direct speech which bring the text to life, details which are not strictly essential parts of the story but which make it real as you read it, details which enable you to identify with the characters and their feelings in a situation. Think: "What atmosphere is the writer seeking to create in this passage? How do I know?" This may be part of the author's purpose (see notes on session 1).
EXERCISE - When you read St John's account of the trial and crucifixion (sections 67 and 68) look out for examples of how John's style makes it all more lifelike, more moving, more significant.  

Pray - read - reflect - apply - pray
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